
TRANSPORTATION   

TITLE 11.  VEHICLE LAWS -- DEFINITIONS; GENERAL PROVISIONS   

SUBTITLE 1.  DEFINITIONS 

 

Md. TRANSPORTATION Code Ann. § 11-134.1  (2011) 

 

§ 11-134.1. Moped  

 

 

   "Moped" means a bicycle that: 

 

   (1) Is designed to be operated by human power with the assistance of a motor; 

 

   (2) Is equipped with pedals that mechanically drive the rear wheel or wheels; 

 

   (3) Has two or three wheels, of which one is more than 14 inches in diameter; and 

 

   (4) Has a motor with a rating of 1.5 brake horsepower or less and, if the motor is an internal combustion 

engine, a capacity of 50 cubic centimeters piston displacement or less. 

 

HISTORY: 1978, ch. 328; 1979, ch. 65; 2006, ch. 562, § 2. 

 

HOOV’s NOTE = there is no mention of maximum speed or of mopeds being anything other than bicycles with 

motors 

  



TRANSPORTATION   

TITLE 11.  VEHICLE LAWS -- DEFINITIONS; GENERAL PROVISIONS   

SUBTITLE 1.  DEFINITIONS 

 

Md. TRANSPORTATION Code Ann. § 11-104  (2011) 

 

§ 11-104. Bicycle  

 

 

   "Bicycle" means a vehicle that: 

 

   (1) Is designed to be operated by human power; 

 

   (2) Has two or three wheels, of which one is more than 14 inches in diameter; and 

 

   (3) Has a drive mechanism other than by pedals directly attached to a drive wheel. 

 

HISTORY: An. Code 1957, art. 66 1/2, § 1-104; 1977, ch. 14, § 2; 1978, ch. 328; 2010, ch. 518. 

 

 

HOOV’s NOTE = there is no mention of bicycles not having motors. See DEFINITION OF MOPED. 



TRANSPORTATION   

TITLE 11.  VEHICLE LAWS -- DEFINITIONS; GENERAL PROVISIONS   

SUBTITLE 1.  DEFINITIONS 

 

Md. TRANSPORTATION Code Ann. § 11-134.5  (2011) 

 

§ 11-134.5. Motor scooter  

 

 

   (a) In general. -- "Motor scooter" means a nonpedal vehicle that: 

 

   (1) Has a seat for the operator; 

 

   (2) Has two wheels, of which one is 10 inches or more in diameter; 

 

   (3) Has a step-through chassis; 

 

   (4) Has a motor: 

 

      (i) With a rating of 2.7 brake horsepower or less; or 

 

      (ii) If the motor is an internal combustion engine, with a capacity of 50 cubic centimeters piston 

displacement or less; and 

 

   (5) Is equipped with an automatic transmission. 

 

(b) Off-road vehicles. -- "Motor scooter" does not include a vehicle that has been manufactured for off-road use, 

including a motorcycle and an all-terrain vehicle. 

 

HISTORY: 2001, ch. 557; 2006, ch. 562, §§ 1, 2. 

 

HOOV’s NOTE = this is a separate definition from a MOPED. SEE DEFINITION OF MOPED.  



TRANSPORTATION   

TITLE 11.  VEHICLE LAWS -- DEFINITIONS; GENERAL PROVISIONS   

SUBTITLE 1.  DEFINITIONS 

 

Md. TRANSPORTATION Code Ann. § 11-135  (2011) 

 

§ 11-135. Motor vehicle  

 

 

   (a) In general. -- 

 

   (1) "Motor vehicle" means, except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a vehicle that: 

 

      (i) Is self-propelled or propelled by electric power obtained from overhead electrical wires; and 

 

      (ii) Is not operated on rails. 

 

   (2) "Motor vehicle" includes a low speed vehicle. 

 

(b) Moped or motor scooter. -- "Motor vehicle" does not include: 

 

   (1) A moped, as defined in § 11-134.1 of this subtitle; or 

 

   (2) A motor scooter, as defined in § 11-134.5 of this subtitle. 

 

HISTORY: An. Code 1957, art. 66 1/2, § 1-149; 1977, ch. 14, § 2; 1984, ch. 255; 2001, ch. 557; 2005, ch. 

366; 2006, ch. 44, § 5; 2008, ch. 578. 

 

HOOV’s NOTE = mopeds and motor scooters as previously defined are NOT MOTOR VEHICLES by law.



TRANSPORTATION   

TITLE 21.  VEHICLE LAWS -- RULES OF THE ROAD   

SUBTITLE 12.  OPERATION OF BICYCLES AND PLAY VEHICLES 

 

Md. TRANSPORTATION Code Ann. § 21-1205.1  (2011) 

 

§ 21-1205.1. Bicycles, motor scooters, and EPAMDs prohibited on certain roadways and highways; speed limit.  

 

 

   (a) In general. -- Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, a person may not ride a bicycle or a motor 

scooter: 

 

   (1) On any roadway where the posted maximum speed limit is more than 50 miles an hour; or 

 

   (2) On any expressway, except on an adjacent bicycle path or way approved by the State Highway 

Administration, or on any other controlled access highway signed in accordance with § 21-313 of this title. 

 

(b) Roadway with bike lane or shoulder paved to smooth surface. -- 

 

   (1) Where there is not a bike lane paved to a smooth surface, a person operating a bicycle or a motor scooter 

may use the roadway or the shoulder. 

 

   (2) Where there is a bike lane paved to a smooth surface, a person operating a bicycle or a motor scooter 

shall use the bike lane and may not ride on the roadway, except in the following situations: 

 

      (i) When overtaking and passing another bicycle, motor scooter, pedestrian, or other vehicle within the bike 

lane if the overtaking and passing cannot be done safely within the bike lane; 

 

      (ii) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into an alley, private road, or driveway; 

 

      (iii) When reasonably necessary to leave the bike lane to avoid debris or other hazardous condition; or 

 

      (iv) When reasonably necessary to leave the bike lane because the bike lane is overlaid with a right turn 

lane, merge lane, or other marking that breaks the continuity of the bike lane. 

 

   (3) A person operating a bicycle or a motor scooter may not leave a bike lane until the movement can be 

made with reasonable safety and then only after giving an appropriate signal. 

 

   (4) The Department shall adopt regulations pertaining to this subsection, including a definition of "smooth 

surface". 

 

(c) Motor scooter speed limit. -- A motor scooter may not be operated at a speed in excess of 30 miles per 

hour. HOOV’s NOTE = no mention of MOPEDS or BICYCLES, and remember they’re defined separately from 

MOTOR SCOOTERS. 

 

(d) Restrictions on operating EPAMDs. -- Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, a person may not 

operate an EPAMD on any roadway where there are sidewalks adjacent to the roadway or the posted maximum 

speed limit is more than 30 miles an hour. 

 

(e) EPAMD speed limit. -- An EPAMD may not be operated at a speed in excess of 15 miles per hour. 

 

HISTORY: An. Code 1957, art. 66 1/2, § 11-1205.1; 1977, ch. 14, § 2; ch. 543, § 2; 1983, ch. 108, § 2; 1995, 

ch. 495, § 2; 2001, ch. 557; 2002, ch. 546; 2010, ch. 518. 



TITLE 13. VEHICLE LAWS - CERTIFICATES OF TITLE AND REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES 

 

Subtitle 1. Certificates of Title 

 

§ 13-102. Exceptions. 

 

(7) A bicycle; 

 

[An. Code 1957, art. 661/2, § 3-102; 1977, ch. 14, § 2; 1996, ch. 140; 2006, ch. 133; 2010, ch. 304.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TITLE 13. VEHICLE LAWS - CERTIFICATES OF TITLE AND REGISTRATION OF VEHICLES 

 

Subtitle 4. Registration of vehicles 

 

§ 13-421. Bicycle registration. 

 

Repealed by Acts 1982, ch. 207, effective July 1, 1982. 

  



moped (and bicycle) traffic laws in MD: [REWORDED BECAUSE IM AN ASSHOLE] 

THERE IS NO SET MOPED SPEED LIMIT IN MARYLAND, only a limit for MOTOR SCOOTERS of 30 mph!! see § 21-

1205.1 (c) 

§ 21-1203 (a): mopeds must have a properly secured seat, and the rider must sit on it. baltard fail. 

§ 21-1203 (b): mopeds can carry more than one person legally in MD if there is a seat for a passenger, 

footrests not  

necessary. 

§ 21-1204 (b): you can't cling to another motor vehicle on a roadway. But hey, wait a minute, a moped isn’t a 

“motor  

vehicle” under § 11-135 (b) (1), so TOWPEDS FTW!! 

§ 21-1205 (a): ride as close to the right side of the roadway as possible most of the time. bah, ignore this one. 

§ 21-1205 (b): you can ride "two abreast" as long as it doesn't impede the flow of traffic :] 

§ 21-1205.1 (a): may not ride on any road with a speed limit over 50 mph, or on any expressway or controlled 

access  

highway. 

§ 21-1206 (a): you can't carry shit on your moped or bicycle that prevents you from having both hands on the 

bars. 

§ 21-1206 (b): you can't carry shit on your moped or bicycle that interferes with your balance or view. 

§ 21-1206 (c): you can't fuck with someone else's moped without their permission, 'tis the law you know. 

§ 21-1207 (a): you's gotta have a headlight if you're riding at night, and a reflector or a tail light on the back 

anytime. tail  

light has to be red or amber and has to have a reflector. keep those LEDs turned on all da time. 

§ 21-1207 (b): you can have a bell or a horn. yay! 

§ 21-1207 (c): you can't have a siren or a whistle. dang. 

§ 21-1207 (d): gotta have brakes that can stop you from 10mph in 15 feet. if your feet can do that, den you 

gots brakes. 

§ 21-1207.1: helmet not required cuz you’ve gotta be at least 16 to ride a moped anyway, see § 16-101 (b). 

§ 21-1208: you can’t lock up to anything in a bus or taxi loading zone, anything within 25 feet of an 

intersection, blocking  

pedestrian traffic, to a fire hydrant, or to a traffic control device (technically includes signals and signs like stop 

and  

speed limit). you can lock to a parking meter if you're out of the street so a car can still use the same meter. 

§ 21-1209: it's against the law for people to throw shit at mopeders, or to open their car door with intent to 

strike them.  

for reals. also we got the right of way on a shoulder or bike lane. 



§ 21-1210: no headsets or earplugs. 

§ 16-101 (b): you need a valid driver's license or a moped operator's permit to ride. that means u gotta be at 

least 16. 

§ 16-104.2: you can get a moped operator's permit if you're over 16 and don't have a driver's license, but not if 

it's been  

revoked or suspended. 

§ 21-504: don't run over pedestrians, or warn em with the horn or bell if you're gonna run over em anyway. 

§ 21-504(c): exercise proper precaution on observing any child or any obviously confused or incapacitated 

individual.  

watch out for crackheads. 

  



HELMET LAWS ARE MORE SPECIFIC IN THESE JURISDICTIONS: 

 
 
MARYLAND’S BICYCLE HELMET LAW 
Maryland law requires all bicyclists under the age of 16 to wear a bicycle 
safety helmet when riding on public property. This includes roadways, trails 
and sidewalks. Some local jurisdictions maintain their own local rules: 

 Allegany County – under 16 [ALREADY COVERED SINCE MOPED 
USE IS 16+ ANYWAY] 

 Howard County – under 17 
 Montgomery County – under 18 
 Sykesville MD – all ages (includes adults) 

 

Via: http://www.marylandroads.com/Index.aspx?pageid=599 

  

http://www.marylandroads.com/Index.aspx?pageid=599


 

peace, love, and mopery. 

 ~ criss hoov, that one baltard. 


