
It has now been 10 weeks since I took 
over the VeloCruz reigns from Tommie.  

I appreciate the kind words that many of 
you shared with me on Tommie’s depar-

ture, and enjoy the 
chance I’ve had to 
speak with many 
of you about your 
Solex projects.  I 
am continually 
impressed with 
the close knit 
relationship that 
our Solex family 
enjoys.  With the 
help of many of 
you, I have learned 

a lot about this product over these past 
several weeks.

Here are some of the highlights of my 
several weeks at the helm:
• Assisting a few physically challenged 

customers who are developing a solu-
tion for adding a Solex motor to an 
electric wheelchair device.  This will 
not only add power, but will also 
extend the distance that one of these 
devices can travel.

• Working with potential distributors 
across the country and around the 
globe.  In addition to strengthening 
some of our existing markets, we are 

Message
From Jeff
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Dear Solex Friends, 

I’m writing this note to say “farewell” to VeloCruz and to each of you! You see, Jan and 
I have accepted a call to serve a volunteer church mission in an area about 500 miles 
from our home. We are excited, but feel a genuine soberness at the prospect of leav-
ing friends, family, and our Solex acquaintances. We will be leaving January 19th. It is 
difficult to say “good bye.” I have loved the Solex business and especially you people. 
There’s a certain sense of family that exists between “Solex’ers.” Along with sharing the 
news about our departure for a mission, I would also like to announce that a transfer of 
VeloCruz ownership will soon take place. I am pleased to say that my son Jeff will lead 
the team as president. He has been involved with VeloCruz since its inception, and was 
first introduced to a Solex at the age of six (while living in Samoa). He will do a terrific 
job and I urge you to continue doing business with VeloCruz.

With kind regards, 

Tommie

Farewell from Tommie
Tommie and Jan Matthews riding their beloved Solexes with their mission president.
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Solex Stories
Return of the Solex
I got my first Solex in the summer of 
1976. I had just graduated from high 
school in Saginaw, Michigan, and I need-
ed transportation to get back and forth 
to my summer job.  A friend had a Solex 
that I’d ridden a few times. I figured a  
Solex would get me to work just fine, and 
I’d also be able to bring it to college in 
the fall.  I bought a new yellow one from 
a dealer in Saginaw.  

I went to college at Michigan State 
University, which has a very big campus 
in East Lansing, Michigan, so the Solex 
came in very handy—for both me and 
my roomates.  The words, “Hey Mitch, 
can I take the Solex?” were heard many 
times over the next four years at MSU.  
Unfortunately, it was stolen in 1981 and I 
was Solex-less for the next 20 years or so.  

Fast forward to 2000. I’m back in 
Lansing with my wife and four children.  
I’m living in the suburbs and commute 
about seven miles to downtown Lansing 

every day.  As I drove my route through 
the city, I began to wonder whether 
I could find some alternate form of 
transportation for the summer months.  
Biking was out, because I have to wear at 
least “business casual” and I don’t want to 
get sweaty.  I’d seen one of the new elec-
tric assist bikes at a bike shop in Lansing.  

I test-drove one, but it ran out of juice 
less than half way home.  

I realized that what I really needed 
was another Solex!  I had seen some Solex 
parts at a motorcycle scrap yard in Mid-
Michigan, so I called up there to inquire.  
The owner told me that he had a few 
parts, but he also had two that ran and 
were in great shape! An elderly couple 
had brought them in, and the scrap yard 
owner had stored them inside for several 
years.  I shot up there the very next week-
end and took possession of a nearly new 
(although 30 + years old) black 3800.  

Since getting the Solex, I’ve used it to 
commute to work nearly every day in the 
summer, rain or shine.  I have good rain 
gear, so a little rain doesn’t stop me.  My 
younger two kids love to ride with me 
on the Solex, and the older two can drive 
it themselves.  It never ceases to amaze 
me how many smiles I get from people 
as I quietly motor along on my little 
bike.  Kids seem especially intrigued.  
Recently, as I sat at a stop light on the 
way home from work, I had a young fella 
ask me, “Hey, what is that, a bike or a 
moped?“  I said, “Both!”  I’ve had several 
people tell me, “Hey, I remember those.”  
I’ve steered a number of people towards 
Tommie and his family business.  

My oldest son is now 14, so there’s 
probably a good chance that another 
Solex will be in our near future.  And one 
thing is for sure, I’ll never go another 20 
years without a Solex.

Mitch from Michigan

A Solex Reunion
I grew up in Lawrence, Kansas and in 
1952, 53, or 54, when I was either 11, 
12, or 13 (can’t remember), my best 
friend’s dad bought my friend a  brand 
new black Solex from a bike shop in 
Kansas City. Man was I envious! At the 
time I rode an English 3-speed and he 

Waking a Sleeping Solex
return hose on top of the tank for loose-
ness or cracking.

Before reinstalling the spark plug, hook 
it up to its lead and hold its base tightly 
against the cylinder head and check for 
spark by spinning the flywheel with the 
engine switch in the “on” position.

Spark should be visible. If it checks 
out, reinstall it and fill the tank 

with fresh pre-mix, drop the 
motor on the front wheel 

and shove off. She should 
start right away and that 
blue smoke from the oil 
you put in the cylinder 
should clear up in a min-

ute or two unless you start 
`er up in the house. Happy 

Reunion! 

Winter is almost over and it is time 
to wake up your sleeping Solex. 

Here are a few things to do:
First, I would take the spark plug out 

and give the piston top a squirt of oil. 
Slowly turn the flywheel a few times by 
hand to coat the cylinder walls with oil. 
Then, clean and gap the plug.

Next, check all the cables and 
lubricate them as well the con-
trols. If there is any fuel 
left in the tank from last 
season, dump it out and 
slosh out the tank with 
some correct ratio fuel.

Check to make sure 
that no squirrels or snakes 
have made a home in the 
exhaust outlet. Inspect the fuel 

By Jim Clift

By Solex Fans from Around the World

SOLEX STORIES cont’d on  page 3   >>>
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Question:  
I was reading about the fuel pump 

on my Solex 3800 and I got a little 
confused.  How does the fuel pump 
work?

—Submitted by Shawnee Anderson 

of Mesa Arizona.

Answer:  
This is a great question.  If you’ve 

ever had a squirt gun apart, you will 
find the same kind of system in it. You 
have a chamber with an inlet and an 
outlet. The inlet has a valve that opens 
into the chamber, the outlet one that 
opens out of it. When the trigger’s 
plunger goes in, it displaces the air in 
the chamber. The air can only go one 
way, out the outlet because the inlet 
valve which opens in only is pushed 
shut.

When the trigger is released, the 
spring pushes the plunger out, which 
now creates a negative pressure in the 
chamber. This negative pressure draws 
the outlet valve shut as it opens out 
only. The same negative pressure will 
now draw the inlet valve open which 
lets the water in. Pressing the trigger 
again will compresses the water in the 
chamber, which repeats the cycle as 
long as the trigger is working.

On the Solex fuel pump, the dia-
phragm is the “plunger”, and the “fin-
ger” is crankcase pressure.

You can check the operation of a 
Solex fuel pump by blowing into the 
fuel inlet. You should be able to blow 
into it and have the air exit the outlet. 
Be sure you are blocking the port on 
the “in” side of the pump. Conversely, 
you should NOT be able to blow 
through the outlet and have it exit thru 
the inlet.

Solex 
Q & A

just cruised along while I had to pedal. 
His Solex ran like a champ for two years, 
but then one day he made the mistake of 
putting regular leaded gas in it (remem-
ber white gas?—it was hard to come by) 
and it froze up. Four months later he got 
it back from the shop and procceded to 
jump a curb and dumped it, cracking the 
metal gas tank. His parents said “that’s 
it” and he gave it to me in pieces. I could 
never get it running again and my dad 
hauled it to the dump. My Solex dream 
was dead. Can you imagine my shock 
when I saw an obviously new Solex zip by 
me on a vacation in Miami. All those old 
feelings came rushing back and typing 
Solex into Google™ brought it all back. 
What a thrill!

—Jim from Boulder

Bercy in a Whole New Light
If absence from a friend or loved 

one makes the heart grow fonder, well 
perhaps you can see a product differently 

after not having it for a while, or after 
having something not as well made for 
a while. This time I see Bercy as a better 
made product, especially small hardware 
details.

I drove all day retrieving Bercy, paid 
my fee as arranged, and everyone is 
happy. Bercy was right where Mr. White 
parked her in the store the day I left her, 
but down to 15 pounds of air left in the 
tires. She was glad to see me. He tried 
once to ride her and couldn’t figure out 
how to steer, so off she went to her cor-
ner. There she sat among 10 Velosolexes, 

SOLEX STORIES cont’d from page 2   one custom burgundy Solex with chrome 
fenders, several electric bikes, and a dozen 
golf carts.

After spending a lot of time work-
ing around the front of the Velo I just 
returned, I find myself looking over 
Bercy, especially the engine area, and 
seeing just a lot of small details that 
are better made and better fit. And the 
engine runs smooth and quiet. I knew 
that the other engine just wasn’t what I 
was use to. Like going from a B- Velo to 
an A+ Bercy. 

Well, I take back my ideas about trad-
ing Bercy anymore unless during the past 
24 hours you have really gotten yourself 
deeply committed, assuming not, Bercy is 
home to stay.

After riding with me a couple of 
times my son said he’d rather ride the 
two-wheeler, I had thought that trading 
for a second two wheeler would encour-
age more riding together, but that was 
obviously an old man wishing backwards. 
It didn’t happen, so now Bercy is just 
going to be my little buddy, and I’ll ride 
her simply because she is what she is, 
and because she just runs good and is 

cute. People are fasci-
nated by Bercy, and 
Betty especially likes 
her being named and 
signed as Betsy’s Bercy, 
as you can see in the 
picture.

Glad to have 
Betsy’s Bercy back—
now that picture you 
have of a Bercy and 
a Velo around here is 
the way it really is, just 

good Solex fun. Got home late, can’t wait 
to go for a ride in the morning.

Have a good weekend. 

—Chuck

The Whole Thing
When I was ten year’s old in the early 
1960’s my Dad was working for the U.S. 
government in Montevideo, Uruguay, 
South America. He was a ex-marine, and 

By Jim Clift

SOLEX STORIES cont’d on  page 6   >>>
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Dear Tommie,

Japan is summer at present. Every 
day, temperature is high and hot. How 
are you?

It is Fukushima Eiji of Solex in 
Japan.

The other day, Mr. Tira and Mr. 
Shimoyama visited my house. We are 
friends. It became the Talk of Big Papa of 

Salt Lake City. Two sons are to manage 
Doughnutshop. It heard that a music 
CD was made. You are wonderful. It is 
the father whom we can depend on. It is 
respected.

WebServer was decided to be closed. It 
is reported because contents were moved 
to another Server <http://www.geocities.
jp/velosolexjapan/solex_in_japan.htm>.

Then, we established SolexClub 
SolexClubJapan <http://www.geocities.
jp/velosolexjapan/index.htm>.

Though the number is small, the 
person who loves Solex is even in Japan.

Sincerely.

Eiji Fukushima

The preceeding letter was sent to  Tommie 
from Eiji Fukushima, a Solex distributor 
in Japan. It is reprinted here as a matter 
of general interest. Mr. Fukushima’s words 
were not altered in an efforst to retain their 
native flavor.

SolexClubJapan

The winner of this issue’s Solex Newsletter Photo Contest 
is Charles de Vogel. Pictured is his hybrid of a Motebecane 
Mobelette moped with a Solex front end. How does “Le 
Mobylex” run? In Charles’ words: “The Solex end is 
designed to do, as we all know, about 20 mph. The 
Mobylette part, at least in the case of this one, does about 
35 mph. So we have a bit of a pushing match—at least 
until we get to a hill. At that point the powerplants start 
working for a common cause, and the thing just devours 
hills. As a pilot, I’ve also noticed a phenomenon common 
to multi-engined aircraft: out-of-synch-engines harmonics, 
with the characteristic waa-waa-waa of different RPM 
trying to shake the same platform. A definite negative 
is the loss of braking power. Solex caliper brakes were 
never designed to stop anything as heavy as a Mobylette, 
and so after adding the weight of a second engine and 
removing the braking power of the front drum, there was a 
certain lag time between the application of brakes and the 
eventual stop. Not real safe in traffic. But it was definitely 
an experiment and a lot of fun.”

Photo Contest  Winner

Can You Top This  Photo?  
ENTER THE PHOTO CONTEST AND WIN A FABULOUS SOLEX KEYCHAIN

Winner will be announced in the next issue of the Solex Newsletter. All entries become the property of VeloCruz and will not be returned (can 
you imagine the headache?). Submissions, including caption information, can be in digital (via e-mail or disk) or print format. If submitting digital 
photos, please make sure the image is more than 200 dpi. Any common format (e.g. GIF, TIF, JPEG, BMP) accepted. Send images and caption 
information to info@velocruz.com or Attn: Matt Wright, 360 W. 4800 N., Provo, UT 84604



    Check or money order enclosed, or charge my       VISA       MasterCard       AmEx

Acct.#     Exp.

• Muffler & Tailpipe - $20 (40% off)
• Engine Covers - $30 (40% off)
• Spokes (12 for the price of 10) 2 for $5
• Reserve your copy of the new 2004 Solex 3800 models
• Bike Carrier—Order this month and save an additional $10
• Michelin Tire & Tube special—$35 (save $13)
• Decarbonize Deal—only $15 (save $3).  Includes Cylinder gasket set ($4.19), Decompression 

valve set ($7.19), Spark Plug ($6.48), Instruction sheet ($1)

• 84-page repair manual - $15

Signature
name
address
phone   e-mail

**Shipping & handling is $6 for orders up 
to $15 and $12 for orders exceeding $15.  
Engines are $30.  Trotilex is $75. These S & 
H figures apply to 48 states only. Outside 48 
states, the shipping is 1/2 again more.

COSTQUANTITY

TOTAL SHIPPING**__________________ +  SUBTOTAL COST OF GOODS _________________

SUPER-DUPER “FANTABULOUS” SPECIALS AVAILABLE ONLY TO SUBSCRIBERS

To Order: 

VeloCruz
PO Box 902021
Sandy, UT 84090
ph—(800) 393-7101
fx—(801) 383-6070
e-mail—sales@velocruz.com
web—www.velocruz.com

SUPER SPECIALS!
AVAILABLE ONLY TO SUBSCRIBERS

Total $$$

Muffler & Tailpipe—$20 (40% off ).

Engine Covers—$30 (40% off ).

Spokes (12 for the price of 10)—Avoid 
the high cost of replacing the rim 
($100) which results from loose, bro-
ken, or bent spokes.

Protective bands for your rim - 2 for 
$5.

Reserve your copy of the new 2004 So-
lex 3800 models, which will include 
an electronic ignition.  Pay $100 and 
save an additional $50 (that’s a to-
tal of $150) towards your purchase.  
Bikes are expected in early summer.

Bike Carrier—Are you looking for 
ways to take that Solex with you on 
your travels.  The Materbuilt plat-
form bike carrier is perfect.  Order 
this month and save an additional 
$10 on your purchase. $130 includ-
ing discount.

Michelin Tire & Tube special—$35 
(save $13)

Decarbonize Deal—only $15 (save 
$3).  Includes Cylinder gasket set 
($4.19), Decompression valve set 
($7.19), Spark Plug ($6.48), Instruc-
tion sheet ($1).

84-page repair manual—$15.  This 
will be a great resource as you ap-
proach your summer Solex projects.
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looking for ways to extend our presence 
to areas like Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, etc. 

• Investigating sources to better meet 
the parts needs of our vintage Solex 
customers.  It is amazing to me to hear 
about the number of you that have 
collected these bikes over time and are 
working on bikes that date back to the 
early days of Solex production.

• Reviewed several samples of the bikes 
and scooters coming from China.  As 
many of you know, the market is get-
ting plummeted by these products.  
I’m pleased to report that there is no 
comparison to the quality of the Solex 
bike.

• Met with a few of our successful dealers 
to discuss ways that VeloCruz can be 
more customer focused as we approach 
the market in 2004.

• Reveiewed different shipping options 
for getting the bikes (and parts) to 
our customers in a more cost-effective 
manner.

• Spent several hours on the phone with 
the new management of the Hungarian 
Solex producer (Cyklopress).  As many 
of you may know, this is the new name 
of the company that has acquired the 
assets (and many of the management 
team) from Impex. They are begin-
ning their 2004 production shortly, 

and have promised the first set of bikes 
to VeloCruz.

In all these interactions, I have been 
impressed with the passion that our ven-
dors, customers and partners share for 
this simple but elegant product. Many of 
you have shared with me your first mem-
orable (and sometimes emotional) experi-
ence with a Solex motorbike. Mine began 
when I was six years old and living on the 
island of Samoa, but continued through-
out my teenage years as the Solex became 
my primary way of getting around.

Well, we’re gearing-up for a busy 
spring and summer.  All indications sug-
gest that existing customers are getting 
their bikes ready for the year, and that 
more consumers than ever are looking for 
a solution like the Solex.

Please let us know if there’s anything 
we can do to assist you.  Never hesitate to 
e-mail me directly (jeffm@velocruz.com) 
or to call me (801-733-4578) if I can 
do something for you. We are quickly 
building our mechanical knowledge, and 
will rely on the support of our “Master 
Mechanics” for their advise at times as 
well.  

In conclusion, we thank you for mak-
ing this business so much fun.   Remember, 
“Life is not measured by the number of 
breaths we take but by the moments that 
take our breath away.”

—Jeff

being a jar head my Dad loved to pick on 
me and my older brother Jeff to keep our 
hair short. There was like a little cantina 
that served pastries, hot dogs and other 
odd’s and end’s. But the best part was they 
rented Velo Solexes. They only had two 
and my brother and I used to rent them 
and ride several miles to get our hair cut. 
I often asked Dad if he would buy me a 
Solex; he never said no, but for more than 
three year’s I never got  one. During that 
time my brother and I made lots of trips 
on the two rentals for hair cuts. Those 
Solex were rented 24/7, and people of all 
ages would rent them. They really got a 
workout and toward the end were looking 
a little sad from all the abuse. I rented one 
that had lost the muffler. I loved it since 
I was a little motorhead—the noisier the 
better! Those rental Solexes were some-
times the local’s only vehicle and you 
would see entire families riding on them. 
Well, to close this out, fast-forward 40 
years. My Dad Jack Goodwyn passed 
away and I used some of his inheritance 
to buy three Solexes.

So, Dad, you finally came thru with 
getting a Solex for me. And when I ride it 
now, I still have the same grin I had when 
I was a ten-year-old.

Love and Peace.

—John Goodwyn
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VeloCruz
PO Box 902021 
Sandy, UT 84090

Sales
ph— (800) 393-7101 (U.S.)
         (801) 733-4578 (Inter.)
fx — (801) 383-6070
e-mail—sales@velocruz.com
web—www.velocruz.com

Tech Support
ph—(801) 733-4578

Over 200 Smiles per Gallon!


