
This is always a fun and 
busy time for the So-
lex business.   Just as the 
spring flowers bloom, we 
see signs of Solex bikes 
coming out of the shed, 
and anxious Solex riders 

getting their bikes back on the road.    We 
also hear from new customers who are 
looking for a lost love (had a Solex at one 
time, and are happy to know that they are 
back in production), or those that are look-
ing for a way to fight back at the high costs 
of gasoline.

You may be interested in seeing some of 
the statistics behind the increased activity 
during this particular spring.

Since January
 - 200+ orders
 - 120 tires sold
 - 30 Service & Repair Manuals
 - 32 Spark plugs
 - 62 filters

Many of these parts went to our custom-
ers in the United States and Canada, but we 
also had customers from remote parts of the 
world (Australia, South Africa, India, and 
all parts of Europe) buying parts for their 
motorbikes.  It is always fun to hear the ex-
citement from another loyal Solex customer 
when they first find our website.

Spring is in 
the Air
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By Jeff Matthews, VeloCruz president

Since the official 
beginning of Solex 
production in 1946 
there have been many 
different models pro-
duced. New models 
appeared not only 
in France, but also 
in other countries. 
Surprisingly, many 
of the new models 
appearing in other countries were not avail-
able in France. For example, a version of the 
model 5000 was created for sale exclusively 
in Holland that had 12-inch wheels instead 

of the standard 5000 
wheels that were 16 
inches.

One model not 
available in France 
was the 4600. It 
was created as an 
export model, find-
ing its way to homes 
in countries such 
as England, Brazil, 

Canada, and the United States. This first 
version, the V1, was basically a 1974 model 

The 4600, aka “The Horse”
By Brian Colter

THE HORSE continued on page 2  >>>
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3800 Solex equipped with the handlebars, 
headlight and motor lift assembly of the 
5000 model. Also, it was available in not 
only the standard black color, but also blue, 
orange, and yellow. 

The V1 uses the taillight of the 3800, 
which was not intended for use 
as a brake light. However, some 
V1s had a crude brake light 
setup installed by the distribu-
tor or dealer that operates off 
of the rear brake assembly and, 
therefore, only works when the 
rear brake is activated. A diode 
is attached to the frame rails 
along with a switch. Power to 
the taillight passes through the 
diode resulting in a dimmer 
bulb. When the rear brake is 
applied, the switch is activated 
allowing full power to get to 
the taillight, and the result is 
a brighter bulb, giving the ap-
pearance of a brake light. The 
taillight is a SEIMA item and 
the headlight is from CIBIE. 

Standard pedals on this 
version are white with orange 
reflectors. In Canada and the 
United States, motor serial 
numbers of this version are in 
the 7,1xx,xxx range and frame 
numbers are in the 8,06x,xxx 
- 8,07x,xxx range. In England, 
motor numbers extend into 
the 7,2xx,xxx range and frame 
numbers get into the 8,08x,xxx 
range. In Canada and the Unit-
ed States, this version was sold 
in 1974 and 1975.

  To conform to the US-
DOT regulations of the time, 
which required such things 
as a true brake light, non-in-
verted brake levers, electric 
horn and sealed beam head-
light, among other things, a 
new 4600 version was created 
for sale in the United States 
and Canada. The 4600 V2 
was sold in 1975-76 and has 
motor serial numbers in the 
7,2xx,xxx range. Frame num-

bers fall into the 8,08x,xxx range. Electrical 
parts on this version, such as the headlight, 
taillight and brake switches, were supplied 
by CEV in Italy. Like the V1, the V2 was 
available in black, blue, orange and yellow 
and the standard pedals are white with 
orange reflectors. A new name came with 
the new version… it was known as “The 
Horse.”

With the takeover by Motobecane, 
changes were made to the 4600, the result 
being the V3. On this version, the GE sealed 
beam headlight is held in a Luxor body and 
bezel. The taillight is a Motobecane item 
from ULO, and Aprilla switches are used 
in the brake levers. Pedals are black and ta-
pered in shape. Motor numbers are in the 
9,0xx,xxx range and frame numbers start at 
4,600,000. It appears that the V3 was only 
produced in black, blue, and yellow. 

Both the V2 and V3 have a metal ID 
tag on the frame neck, and an extra coil that 
powers the brake light. On the V1 and V2, 
the small front fender is painted white and 
the center stand is black, while the V3 has 
these pieces painted the same color as the 
frame.

The carburetor throttle lever return 
spring on the V2 and V3 is hooked up dif-
ferently than on other Solexes. Instead of 
the throttle barrel being held totally open 
by the spring, it is held in an idling position. 
Twisting the handgrip opens the throttle, 
whereas, on the V1 and most other Solexes, 
twisting the grip closes the throttle.

All 4600s have motors with “CYCLO 
MOTEUR 3800” cast into them, and some 
4600s (as well as some 3800s) have had their 
original taillights removed and replaced by 
an assembly from MALY that includes a con-
ical light on top, a license plate holder and a 
typically styled red light with a clear panel in 
the bottom for illuminating the plate.

One very common mistake that many 
Solex owners make when trying to date their 
Solex is thinking that the 14-3-1966 date that 
is cast into the motor is the date of manufac-
ture. It should be noted that this date is cast 
into the motor, not stamped, and that this 
same date is cast into every 3800-type mo-
tor. It is actually the date of homologation 
or approval of the 3800-type motor. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact me through the 
dealer page of the VeloCruz website (http://
www.velocruz.com/map.htm; click on New 
York)  for help in dating your Solex.

I would like to thank everyone that as-
sisted in the gathering of information for 
this article, including Jim, John, Bob, Da-
vid, Pete, and Tony from the Solex Own-
ers of America Yahoo! Group, Jean-Claude 
of the Solex-Millenium group and Simon 
from the Moped Army. 

Happy Solexing to all! 

THE HORSE cont’d from page 1  >>>
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4. Clean the exhaust port thoroughly, as 
well as the manifold and check that no 
carbon deposit obstructs the latter at any 
point.

5. Pass a 5mm drill through the vertical 
hole of the decompressor and a 3.5mm 
drill through the angular hole on the 
cylinder head.

6. Clean and lap the valve; change it, as well 
as the spring, every time.

7. The exhaust system cannot be dis-
mantled; it should be changed  
after 5,000 miles.

8. When fitting a new exhaust pipe, pass a 
6mm drill through the outlet pipe, as it 
may be obstructed by a drop of paint.

Decarbonizing a Solex Engine
From the Solex Manual

Solex lost its zing? It is normal for a two-
stoke engine to develop an excess of carbon 
that can partially block the exhaust. The 
solution? De-carbonizing. The instructions 
that follow were taken from the Solex 
Repair Operations manual available from 
VeloCruz.

Removing
1. After a number of miles, carbon 

obstructs the various passages in the 
engine, and hinders its efficient run-
ning. See figure 1.

2. To remove this carbon, first dismantle 
the cylinder head, after taking off the 
air cleaner body, the carburetor and the 
manifold.

3. Scrape the carbon deposit off the cylin-
der head and the top of the piston.

Raving Solex Fans
Hi. I’m French living in Australia. I am 

36 years of age and remember in my child 
years my brother and I riding a Solex during 
our holidays. My brother in France bought 
a Solex by nostalgia a few years ago and 
still rides it on nice Sunday’s afternoons for 
the pleasure and memories. I would like to 
know if it is possible to find your product 
here down under in Australia or is there a 
club or anybody you know that would have 
one? I dream already that I might be able at 
some stage to ride a Solex again especially 
here it would be very “special” looking for-
ward to ear from you. Long live the Solex 
spirit!

Serge Peyrieux
Australia 

Just a small word of experience when 
purchasing a Solex. You can’t ever find any 
other U.S. distributor that has as much con-

cern or desire to help their customers than 
[VeloCruz] in Salt Lake City, Utah, and it’s 
owner Tommie. I own my own business 
and he has inspired me with his care and 
concerns following a purchase and his will-
ingness to go the extra mile to make sure 
that you are happy with your purchase. You 
won’t find anyone offering a Solex with this 
need to make a customer happy. Believe me 
on this. 

Jim 
Baldwin, Montana

Jeff,
Thanks to you, my first impression of 

VeloCruz has been very enjoyable and posi-
tive. In fact, you’ve demonstrated one of the 
best examples of customer service I’ve expe-
rienced in quite a while.

I looked around the VeloCruz web site 
to find your company president’s e-mail ad-

dress. I was going to send them a message 
and tell them what a remarkable resource 
they hired. Because the two of you share 
surnames, I’m guessing that VeloCruz’s 
president is your dad. If that’s right, them 
forward this e-mail so I can tell him:

“TOMMIE, WHATEVER YOU’RE 
PAYING JEFF, IT’S NOT ENOUGH -- 
GIVE HIM A RAISE !!!”

Best regards,
Damon

Lexington, Kentucky

I love this Solex.  It has brought such joy 
to me and my family.  I wish I would have 
bought one years ago!

Shauna M.
Washington, D.C.

Reassembling
NOTE: When reassembling use new gaskets. 
Check the ignition timing on the flywheel 
magneto. Adjust the plug gap to 5/10mm 
(0.020"). Clean or change the air filter if 
necessary. Adjust the throttle control.

Figure 1

Send your Solex comments to info@velocruz.com
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Le 18 décembre 1965 mes parents 
m’offrent un Solex 3300 n° moteur 
3.652.777 acheté chez un con-
cessionnaire VELOSOLEX à 
Compiègne ville située au nord de 
Paris connue dans l’ histoire pour 
son Palais Impérial (Napoléon I & 
III) et aussi par la signature de l’ 
armistice du 11 novembre 1918!

A cette époque tous les étudiants 
possédaient un Solex, profitant de 
mes études à Paris je circulais avec 
mon 3300 pour traverser les diffé-
rents quartiers parisiens en me fau-
filant à travers le trafic intense des voitures, au fil des années je 
me suis désintéressé au Solex au profit de la voiture peu à peu 
mon Solex a été abandonné dans 
mon garage.

Novembre 88 fin de la pro-
duction du Solex dans l’ usine 
MOTOBECANE à Saint-Quentin, 
nouveau déclic je recherche l’ un 
des derniers Solex, miracle j’ en 
trouve un dans un magasin de la 
banlieue parisienne à Courbevoie 
( !! ) et là commence ma passion 
à ramasser tout ce qui concerne le 
Velosolex ( documents, factures, 
objets divers et naturellement les 
différents modèles ).

La ville de Courbevoie ( ville où 
la première usine a commencé la production de «  la bicyclette 
qui roule toute seule » organise en juin 1996 les « 50 ans du 
Vélosolex » cette importante rétros-
pective a permis de voir que je n’ 
étais pas seul et que de nombreux 
passionnés avait la même passion 
que moi et j’ ai pu à cette occasion 
me lier d’amitiés avec de nombreu-
ses personnes en Europe.

A ce jour je possède tous les 
modèles à galets uniquement du 
45cc au Rolland Garros ( produit 
par Impex ) en passant par le Micron 
et les différents 5000, j’ ai une pré-
férence pour le 5000 et notamment 

On December 18th, 1965, my parents 
gave me a Solex 3300 as a gift. The 
motor number was 3,652,777 and 
it had been purchased at a Velosolex 
concessionaire in Compiegne, a 
town situated north of Paris and 
historically known for its Imperial 
Palace (Napoleon I & III) and also 
for the signing of the armistice on 
November 11, 1918.

At this time, every student 
owned a Solex. While applying 
myself to my studies in Paris, I got 
around on my 3300, traversing the 

different Parisian districts, weaving in and out of the intense car 
traffic. Over the years I lost interest in the Solex in favor of the 

car. Little by little, my Solex had 
been abandoned in my garage.

November 1988 marked the 
end of Solex production at the 
Motobecane factory in Saint-
Quentin, and a new spark for me. I 
searched for one of the last Solexes, 
and, miraculously, I found one in 
a store in the Parisian suburb of 
Courbevoie! There started my pas-
sion for collecting all that concerns 
the Velosolex (documents, invoices, 
miscellaneous items, and, of course, 
the different models.)

The town of Courbevoie (the 
town where the first factory had begun the production of 
“the bicycle that rolls by itself ”) organized in June 1996 the 

“50 years of the Velosolex.” This 
important retrospective allowed me 
to see that I was not alone and that 
numerous enthusiasts had the same 
passion as me and I was able at this 
time to make friends with many 
people in Europe.

Today, I own examples of each 
roller drive model from the 45cc 
to the Roland Garros (a product of 
Impex), including the Micron and 
the different 5000 models. My pref-
erence is for the 5000 and notably 

The Beginning of a Great VeloSolex Story

By Jean-Claude Toudy; English translation by Brian Colter

Le début d’ une grande histoire avec le VELOSOLEX
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Solex with
A View

The Solex was our “fun-means” of transpor-
tation while living in Apia, Western Samoa 
from 1967 to 1970. It was also our window 
to nature as we rode along those crude 
steets and highways.

Our Solex was a big part of our lives 
while living on the small island of Upolu 
in the South Pacific. We were there for 
three years as teacher-missionaries for our 
church. For the first two years, our only 
transportation was a 2200 VeloSolex which 
we purchased soon after arriving there. My 
wife (Jan) and I were both thirty years old 
at the time. We had four young children 
and Jan was soon to deliver our fifth. The 
picture below, taken there in 1967, shows 
me and Jan in the back with her holding 
our newborn baby (Burt), and then our 
four children beginning on the left with 
Jeff (now the Jeff you all know and love 
in VeloCruz), then Tamara, Timothy, and 
Jennifer.

By Tommie Matthews, former VeloCruz 
president

le Plisolex. Une collection ne s’ arrêtant 
jamais je suis en train de refaire un Solex 
4600 version américain qui sera prêt dans 
un ou deux mois.

Devant cette passion j’ ai crée avec 
deux amis Daniel Gutierrez et Hugues 
Ossent un club qui connaît un formida-
ble essor SOLEX MILLENIUM depuis 
le lancement depuis le 1er Mars 2003 d’ 
un site internet: http://cyclo60.myouebe.
net/.

Notre ambition organiser des rassem-
blements de Velosolex le dernier a été 
organisé à Folleville en juin 2003. 

Internet a permis de nouer des liens 
avec de nouveaux amis non seulement en 
Europe mais aussi dans le monde entier.

Notre futur projet organiser une ren-
contre internationale des « solexistes » à l’ 
occasion des 60 ans du Velosolex en asso-
ciation avec le Club Solex de Belgique, 
nous pensons que plus de 300 Solex 
seront au rendez-vous en Juin 2006  Nos 
amis américains seront bien évidemment 
les bienvenus des interprètes et des Solex 
seront à leur disposition! 

Malgré de nombreuses vicissitudes et 
de rebondissements l’ histoire du Solex 
continue car des jeunes ici en Europe s’ 
intéressent à ce cyclomoteur malgré les 
Scooters ou Motos.

the Pli-Solex, which is the folding version 
of the 5000. It’s a never ending collection 
and I am in the process of rebuilding an 
American version 4600 which will be ready 
in one or two months.

Alongside this passion, I have created 
with two friends, Daniel Gutierrez and 
Hugues Ossent, a club, Solex Millenium, 
which has seen great progress since its 
inception, especially since March 2003 with 
the launching of an Internet site: http://
cyclo60.myouebe.net/

Our ambition is organizing Velosolex 
gatherings with the most recent one being 
organized in Folleville in June 2003.

The Internet has permitted establish-
ing bonds with new friends, not only in 
Europe, but also worldwide.

Our future project is the organizing of 
an international meeting of “Solexists” for 
the occasion of “60 years of the Velosolex” in 
association with the Solex Club of Belgium. 
We anticipate that more than 300 Solexes 
will be at the rendezvous in June 2006. Our 
American friends are definitely welcome 
and Solexes will be at their disposal.

In spite of numerous ups and downs and 
rebounds, the story of the Solex continues 
because some young people here in Europe 
are interested in this cyclemotor, despite all 
the scooters and motorbikes.

VIEW continued on page 6  >>>
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Spring Solex Cleaning
By Jim Clift

Your Solex was put 
away for the winter.
But, the good spring 
weather is now telling 
you that it’s time to 
get it out again. Take 
the time now for a few 
preventive procedures 
to ensure great service 
and to reduce the pos-
sibility of a breakdown 
later on. 

Tires
Your tires should 

have held up well 
during the months of idleness if they were 
inflated to the correct pressure of 28 PSI. 
Inspect them for any signs of cracks, bruis-
ing, embedded glass, metal, or even thorns. 
Any questionable tire should be replaced. 
Remember to also replace the tube since it 
is the same age as the tire. 

Check the rims to see if they are true and 
round. If not, you can adjust them if you 
know how to do it. If not, take the wheels 
to any bicycle shop and they can do it for 
you. Some bike shops are afraid of motor-
ized bikes, so just take in the wheels unless 
you are familiar with the business.

With the wheels checked and corrected 
as required, check the brakes for proper op-
eration. The adjustment procedure varies 
slightly between models, so consult a manu-
al for how to do it. Regardless of model, it’s 
not difficult to do. Inspect the cables for any 
fraying and lubricate them.

The Engine 
If there’s any old fuel in the tank, dump 

it out and rinse the tank with some correct-
ratio fuel. 

Remove the air filter. Take the spark-
plug out and give the piston top a squirt 
of oil from an old fashioned oil can. Give 
the flywheel a few turns by hand slowly to 
coat the cylinder walls with oil. Clean and 
gap the plug. Check the plug wire for any 
cracks or damage.

Check the exhaust outlet on the muffler 
to see that it is unobstructed. Mud, leaves, 
and maybe even a spider’s nest may block 
it.

Inspect the fuel return hose on top of 
the tank for looseness or cracking. 

Before reinstalling the spark plug, hook 
it up to its lead and hold its base tightly 
against the cylinder head and check for 
spark by spinning the flywheel with the en-
gine switch in the “on” position (if you have 
one). Spark should be visible. Replace the 
spark plug if there’s any doubt.

With the spark plug reinstalled, open up 
the air filter box and clean or replace the ele-
ment. You can oil it lightly, or it will eventu-
ally get oiled by the carburetor’s “spit-back,” 
which is a normal phenomenon of a piston-
ported two-stroke like the one found on a  
Solex.

The Big Picture
Go over the entire bike checking for 

loose fasteners. This should be done on any 
motorbike; the frequency with which you 
check is determined by use.

If it checks out, fill the tank with fresh 
pre-mix, drop the motor on the front wheel, 
and shove off. She should start right away 
and that blue smoke from the oil you put in 
the cylinder should clear up in a minute.

 
Enjoy your ride and drive safe!

Having that Solex was a life-saver to 
us. With it we could ride out of our little 
village and see other parts of the island. It 
opened up the rest of the world to us!

One special trip was the occasion when 
Jeff and I rode the Solex around a more 
primitive island called Savaii—part of 
Western Samoa, too. The distance around 
the island was 120 miles. We traveled on a 
road that alternated between dirt and coral 
rock. The trip was unforgettable. We rode 
right next to the ocean, and felt the refresh-

ing “misty breeze” in our faces. (The morn-
ings and evenings were rather cool and we 
were glad we took along jackets). 

The sunsets were breathtaking. We were 
not looking at the beauty of nature, but 
instead we were now part of it. You could 
feel it, smell it, and even taste it. How 
wonderful it was! I will never forget this 
experience.

Thanks to our dependable and fun 
Solex—for it just kept purr-ring along. And 
we only had one flat tire along the way. 
Would we do it again? That is a silly ques-
tion—indeed we would. But this time, we 
would NOT ride double. Ha ha.

VeloCruz is looking for new 

Solex dealers, technicians 

and service facilities. 

Please contact Jeff at 

<info@velocruz.com>

if you are interested in 

working more closely with 

VeloCruz.



Ride in style with this distinc-
tive Solex tee. White with em-
broidered Solex logo. 

---> $16.95

Solex T-shirt

SUBSCRIBER-ONLY SPECIALS
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ph—(800) 393-7101 ~ e-mail—sales@velocruz.com ~ Web—www.velocruz.com

Save $3! Includes Cylinder 
gasket set, decompression 
valve set, spark plug, and 
Instruction sheet.

---> $15

Decarbonizing Kit

This is enough to mix 15 
gallons of gasoline, or 3000 
miles worth of fuel on the 
Solex. Includes fuel stabilizer.

---> $15

Premium 2-stroke Oil

 84-pages. This is a great re-
source as you approach your 
Solex maintenance, repair 
and restoration projects.

---> $15

Solex Manual

RARE. These are the original 
tools from Solex in France 
that are used for any spe-
cialized work on the Solex. 
Included are the following: 
valve reamer, stud extractor, 
21mm deep socket, stator 
plate extractor/installer, 
fl ywheel puller, brake adjust-
ment tool, bearing extractor, 
clutch limiter, stroke limiter, 
and engine mount plate. 
These are a must have for 
any Solex technician. While 
they last. SPM 93113. 

---> $115.20

Original Tool Set

The lid of choice for discrimi-
nating solex riders. Black 
with white embroidered 
Solex logo.

---> $17.99

Solex Hat

Includes spark plug, one 
bottle premium two-stroke 
oil, air fi lter, and both fuel 
fi lters. ---> $15.95

Spring Tune-up Kit

The old favorite. Do not for-
get to order an extra set for 
summer riding. 

---> $39.99

Tire & Tube

Solex T-shirt
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The website (www.SolexUS.com) is 
now averaging about 120 visits each day, 
from Solex enthusiasts around the world. 
Some of this increased activity may be due 
to some recent press.  Solex (and Velo-
Cruz) was recently featured in the Well Be-
ing Magazine.  I’ve also heard rumor  that 
the Solex will be on the big screen in the 
upcoming Willie Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory.

Meanwhile, we appreciate all the hard 
work that our dealers, our loyal customers, 
and our suppliers do to keep this product 
alive. We know that many of you rely on the 
Solex for your daily transportation, whereas 
others of you use it in more of a recreational 
way.  Either way, there’s a passion held for 
this product that none of us can deny.

Here’s to another great year of Solex 
fun!!!

Jeff Matthews

VELOCRUZ continued from page 1  >>>

VeloCruz
PO Box 902021 
Sandy, UT 84090

Sales
ph— (801) 733-4578
fx — (801) 383-6070
e-mail—sales@velocruz.com
web—www.velocruz.com

Tech Support
ph—(801) 733-4578

Over 200 Smiles per Gallon!

Photo Contest  
Winner

ENTER THE PHOTO CONTEST

We are looking for the 
Solex fan with the oldest bike. 

E-mail your name, the year 
of manufacture of your 

Solex, model number, and 
a photo (if you have one) to 

info@velocruz.com 

Do You Have The 
Oldest Solex?

Winner will run in an next issue of the Solex Newsletter. All entries become the property of VeloCruz and will not be returned (can you imagine the headache?). Submissions, 
including caption information, can be in digital (via e-mail or disk) or print format. If submitting digital photos, please make sure the image is more than 200 dpi. Any common 
format (e.g. TIF, JPEG, BMP) accepted. Send images and caption information to info@velocruz.com or Attn: Matt Wright, 360 W. 4800 N., Provo, UT 84604

Ready for a Parade?

This photo is of my husband, Rod, our 
daughter, her friend, and Rod’s 4600 Solex 
bike. He was in the 4th of July parade with 
our son’s Cub Scout pack. Our daughter and 
her friend were too young to ride through 
the parade, so he fashioned a trailer for 
them to ride in, and they led the entire bike 
section of the parade. At the bike decorat-
ing the day before the parade all the kids 
wanted rides around the parking lot.

Submitted by
Linda Hite

Houston, Texas


